
Fellow Officials,

Well, it has finally arrived! The high school season begins on Saturday in Billings. I hope folks
are ready to get out on the field. Game assignments will continue to go out for the first few
weeks of the season. There is a limited schedule the first few weeks due to weather uncertainty
every year, but things really start to pick up the first week in April. Please take the time now,
before your first game to make sure you still have all your gear, have studied the rule book, and
are fit enough to work multiple games in a day.

Today we will discuss four important topics, rather than focus on a specific rule. These are no
less important, as they have been thoroughly discussed by the LOA and league boards over the
last few weeks. Please take the time to review them, and reach out with any questions you may
have. First a quick reminder on field training dates:

Upcoming On-Field Training Dates

If you are new to officiating, you will need to attend one of these training sessions before you
can assigned any games! This is a mandatory part of your certification. If you have officiated
before, you do not need to attend, but are more than welcome to stop by and get on the field for
some extra practice. Please register with the contact below so we have an idea of who to expect
at the field.

What should you bring to the field day?

1. Come prepared to run on the field, games may be played on turf or grass. If you have

your officials attire, please wear that, otherwise wear all black. Please bring your facial

covering, whistle, flags, and timer if you have it. Also, water and snacks as needed.

2. Even if you have not completed your test, or online training, you are still welcome to

attend. This is a great chance to work with several experienced trainers in game

situations. The time between games will be used to discuss situations, work on some

mechanics, and address questions you may have.

3/20 Billings, MT

1. Field Site: Amend Park

1. Times (Games at 10am & 130pm) Please arrive by 920 to meet with the trainers

Officials can register with John O'Brien at bsb0169@gmail.com.

3/27 Bozeman, MT

A. Field Site:  Bozeman Sports Park

B. Times: Games will be held at 10 and 11:45 am, also 3:15 and 5pm, please plan on attending at least 2

games please arrive at the game site by 9:20 to meet with the trainers

Officials can register with Jim Maddock at mloapresident@gmail.com



4/3 Whitefish, MT

A. Field site: TBD

B. Times: Games will be held at 11am and 2:30pm, please plan on meeting at the game site by
10:20.

Officials can register with Jeff Metsky at mloa.head.trainer@gmail.com

If you can not make one of these sessions, please email Jeff Metsky at mloa.head.trainer@gmail.com,

and we can find a different game location where you can get signed off. All new officials must get signed

off prior to their first assignment at the youth or high school level.

Uniform and US Lacrosse Dues Reimbursement

If this is your first season officiating lacrosse please pay close attention to the following information. If

this is not your first year, you are not eligible for the following deal.

In mid-December, the MYLA (youth) offered to financially assist new officials to be on the field
by paying for their "starter" expenses as follows:

- $55.00 for first year US Lacrosse Fee for the new official
- $75.00 for startup gear for the new official

While this amount may not cover all purchases for a new official, it certainly will help.

Any new official wishing to participate in this program submit their info to Kevin Terry at
mloavp@gmail.com by April 20, 2021, and include:

- Name
- Phone number
- Photo of receipt from USL Membership
- Photo of receipt for Equipment

In order to be eligible for reimbursement, the new official must have completed their USL
training and officiated at least one game for the MLOA in 2021. The deadline for reimbursement
submission by new officials is April 20.



On April 20,  Kevin will confirm that eligibility requirements have been met and forward all of the
names and copies of receipts to the MYLA Treasurer for their approval.  The MYLA will cut the
MLOA one big check for the total amount.  The MLOA, then, will reimburse the new officials (up
to $130 each) through Arbiter directly in one of his or her game checks/direct deposits.  New
officials should expect reimbursement by the end of April.

MLOA Facial Covering Protocols for the 2021 Season

I have attached a PDF below with the specifics the LOA has approved for the upcoming season.
If you have officiated another sport in the last year, these will be very similar to what you are
used to. They were crafted with input from local officials, NHFS, US Lacrosse, and the MLOA
board members. The health and safety of all LOA members is of upmost importance to the
board. We ask that you follow these guidelines, and hold your fellow officials to them as well. I
will only touch on a few key points here, so take a few minutes to read through the entire
guidelines at the bottom of the email.

Self Assessment

Above all else, stay at home if you are feeling sick, are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms, or
have a temperature above 100.3F. Please also stay home if someone in your immediate family /
household has tested positive or has had an exposure and thereafter developed symptoms.

Facial Coverings

-When officials arrive at the field site, they will put on their facial covering. These coverings need
to be a single solid color and unadorned.
-Face coverings will be required during all pregame activities while an official is at the field site.
This includes speaking with coaches and table personel, stick checks, and the coin toss.
-At the opening faceoff, the facial covering may be removed for game play. Officials may choose
to wear a facial covering during play, if they desire.
-At halftime, officials will be required to adorn their facial covering. It can be removed as needed
for food and hydration. Facial covering can be removed once play is set to begin in the second
half.
-At the conclusion of the game, officials will need to adorn their facial covering until they leave
the playing field and officiating responsibilities have concluded.

PRE AND POST GAME REQUIREMENTS

-Suspend pre-game protocol of shaking hands during introductions.
-Suspend post-game protocol of shaking hands.



PREGAME CONFERENCE, COIN TOSS

-For the coin toss, limit attendees to the referee and one designated representative from each
team.  Coin toss should take place in the center of the field with designated individuals
maintaining social distancing of 6 feet.  No handshakes prior to and following the coin toss.
-Maintaining social distancing of 6 feet while performing all pregame responsibilities with all
officiating crew members, game administration staff, line‐to‐gain crew, clock operators,
individuals handling the balls during the game and team personnel.
-BY MLOA Rule, Electronic whistles are permissible. Officials must choose a whistle whose
tone will carry outside.

*Faceoff Procedures for 2021*

I have also included a PDF with the details of the faceoff procedure we will be using for the 2021
season. While some states have decided to use the collegiate faceoff procedure, others have
eliminated the faceoff all together. We are merely modifying our existing faceoff procedure to
limit the exposure officials get from contacting players on the field. Again, this was crafted after
speaking with regional LOAs, US Lacrosse, and LOA board members. There are only two main
changes you will need to use. First, placing the ball on the ground, rather than pointing with your
toe/finger, like we did in the past. Second, the faceoff official will not physically touch any player
or their stick. Instead, use verbal commands to direct players into the correct position. (Think
clear neutral zone, stick heads vertical, and top to stop.) If a player is unable to correct their
errors, we will indicate an illegal procedure has taken place, and the other team will get the ball.
This would be a pre-whistle violation, so the whistle isn't blown until other team picks up the ball.

The first few times we will be instructing the players on the correct procedure, so they know
what we are looking for. After that, we will begin to call violations. It will be very important to
discuss this with the coaches during your pregame meeting. After the first few faceoffs, we
believe the players will be comfortable with these rule changes. Let's work to get the faceoff
whistle going in 4-8 seconds from the time the players get into position!

Two Person Mechanic

Trail Official (Conducting Faceoff)
1. The faceoff players will come to the center and keep at least six feet apart until called to the
ball.



2. Faceoff official places the ball at the chosen point, backs away a couple of steps, and, when
ready, says "DOWN."

3. Players step up to the ball and squat down, placing their sticks "top to stop", parallel to but not
touching the midfield line, with stick heads vertical.

4. Give quick instructions to make sure players are correctly aligned. Does not touch any player
or crosse.

5. Once both players are aligned, give the Set command and then blow the whistle to
start play.

6. If a player is unable to align properly after being given a verbal warning, a pre-whistle
violation shall be called, and the offended team gains possession at the midfield line. Defensive
and Attack box players are released on the whistle.

Trail Official (Lead Left)
1. Continues to monitor wing lines as per normal duties

2. If wing lines are not contested, help official conducting F/O with any pre-whistle movement.

There is a lot to unpack in this email. Please take the time to read through it as many times as
you need to. Please reach out with any questions or concerns. Thanks again for your
commitment, and we are looking forward to seeing everyone out on the field!

Jeff Metsky
MLOA Head Trainer
mloa.head.trainer@gmail.com
Faceoffs Procedure 2021 (3).pdf (70K)
MLOA Facial Covering Protocol_ 2021 Season (1).pdf (52K)
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